
 

 

HAPSters - Welcome to the 2019 South Sound Cruise 
 
17-24 August 2019 Hosted by: Rick & Ann Giles, Ray and Deb Valpey 
 
Social:   We (Ray & Debra, on s/v Sloe Tango) will have an “icebreaker” question for 
the “Ingatheriang Hour” every evening on a topic related to an historical event of that 
date. 
 
We propose two specific rendezvous-wide POT LUCKS, namely when we are at 
Longbranch in Filucy Bay, and at Swantown in Olympia.  We are NOT assigning 
categories, noting that a TRUE POTLUCK usually works.  We presume that on other 
nights, there will also be SPONTANEOUS MINI-POTLUCKS, and maybe in Gig Harbor 
and/or in Tacoma, some will eat out. 
 
Itinerary: 
 
Sat Aug 17 - Gig Harbor 
 

Most of us at anchor (rafting?). It’s a good anchorage 
 
Several of us at Arabella’s (Call them at 253-851-1793 as you approach the dock 
for slip assignment) 
 
Confirmed at Arabella’s: Sloe Tango, Prime Meridian, Endless Options, Alibi, Fre’ 
Moment (Marina says they’re “pretty full”) 

 
 5:00 pm “Ingathering Hour”** 
 

And we’ll want to discuss our departure hour options for Sunday; we don’t want 
to go against the ebb at The Narrows which will be from 7:28 AM to 2:37 PM. 

 
Sun Aug 18 - Penrose State Park 
 
 Anchor or buoy 
 

 5:00 pm “Ingathering Hour” 
 
Mon Aug 19 - Longbranch Marina at Filucy Bay 
 
 Anchorage is great if desired, but… 
 

Reservations not accepted, but from prior experience I suspect that we’ll all fit on 
the dock, especially if we line up and stern-tie. 
 



 

 

 5:00 pm “IGH” 
 6:30 pm POT LUCK (TRUE pot luck!) 

 
Tues Aug 20 - McMicken Island State Park 
  

McMicken Island south entrance IS NOT and entrance there is a sand bar that dries 
even at a medium tide do not try to enter through the south at any time. There is also a 
sand bar at the northern tip of the island that stretches quite a way up but it’s well 
marked on the charts, use care and watch your depth gauge. 
 
Anchor or buoy 
 
 5:00 pm…. Well, you get the picture 

 
Wed Aug 21 - Jarrell Cove State Park 
 
 Anchor or buoy (and some space on dock) 

 5:00 pm “IGH”  - maybe on the dock, or a picnic area above the dock or 
…. TBD 

 
 
Thurs Aug 22 - Swantown Marina at Olympia 
 

Swantown, entrance into the marina is well marked on charts but at lower tide 
levels the channel is the only way in for sailboats, there is also a shoal just to the 
north of the marina that dries at low tide, so keep an eye on your plotter.  
 
There is some anchorage in Budd Inlet but it’s quite a way into the marina from 
any place to drop an anchor, I would recommend calling them ASAP to reserve a 
spot on the dock.  
 
Even though Swantown in in downtown Olympia it’s also a bit of a hike to get 
anywhere that has any type of food service. 

    
Swantown is a short bicycle ride or a medium/long-ish walk to the Farmers’ 
Market (open Thurs-Sun in summer) and downtown.  

 
5:00 pm “IGH”   
6:30 pm POT LUCK 

 
Fri Aug 23 - Tolmie State Park 
   

Anchorage or buoy 
 

  5:00 pm “IGH” 
 
  



 

 

Sat Aug 24 - Dock Street Marina in Tacoma 
 

If you plan on staying in Tacoma at Dock St call today (8/13), they will release 
the spaces soon, there is a public dock “Old Town” that has plenty of room for a 
short term tie up but no overnight moorage, and anchorage would be very difficult 
in Commencement Bay as the depth drops from 2’ feet to 35’ to well over 100’ in 
a very short space and the dinghy ride in from either would be close to a mile.  
 
In case it matters to your boat vertical clearance at the Murry Morgan 11th Street 
bridge in Tacoma is 60 feet at at 10’ tide and a 2-hour notification is required for 
a bridge lift; we request a lift at anything over an 8’ tide our mast with antenna is 
64'. Tide charts for the 24th and 25th predict tides between 8' and 10’ from noon 
through 03:00 both days. 
 
The marina tells me that they’ve heard from only Fre’ Moment and Stella Maris.  
Four (4) more spaces were set aside by Rick, but the marina is full, and before 
the end of this week, those spaces will be released to a waiting list.  So, if 
desired, call them for a spot now.  (253-272-4352) 5:00 pm “IGH”** 

 
 
 
** Concern was expressed at a recent HAPS meeting that the term “Happy Hour” 
implies that one needs to drink in order to be happy.  I like to think of it as both “Happy” 
and as “Ingathering” with OR without da booze.  (The club is NOT providing da booze.  
You can BYOB…and snacks.) 


