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HAPS Rendezvous Instruction Manual (RIM) 
History: While not previously published as a RIM , the Hunter Association of Puget 
Sound (HAPS) has been hosting Rendezvous since its inception.  A definition of 
rendezvous follows: 

from The Century Dictionary and Cyclopedia 

• To assemble at a particular place, as troops. 
• To assemble or bring together at a certain place. 

o n. A place of meeting; a place at which persons (or things) commonly meet; specifically, 
a place appointed for the assembling of troops, or the place where they assemble; the 
port or place where ships are ordered to join company. 

• n. A meeting; a coming together; an associating. 
• n. An appointment made between two or more persons for a meeting at a fixed place and time. 
• n. A sign or occasion that draws men together. 
• n. A refuge; an asylum; a retreat. 

 

The purpose of the rendezvous are to have a fun time with like minded sailors who own a Hunter 
sailboat, or have been voted by the membership to retain membership as they have contributed 
significantly to the knowledge base and repair/modification/rigging, etc., of these Hunter 
sailboats, (thank you Chris and Bob). We generally hold rendezvous throughout the summer 
months, with a yearly planning and election meeting held in November to set up the next years’ 
events.  

Here are the nuts and bolts of our rendezvous: 

1. At the planning meeting, a boat owner couple volunteers to host a rendezvous. 

2. Time and place are determined by that couple, and they are encouraged to ask another couple 
to assist. It is the responsibility of the volunteering couple to head up this committee of 4, and all 
members should consider volunteering at least every other year, in order to share the fun! 

3. Before the dates and times are released, the Fleet Captains must be notified- which is no big 
deal, if you volunteer in their presence at the planning meeting! This can be easily achieved if the 
couple planning the rendezvous has already discussed possible dates, etc. prior to the meeting, 
and is fairly flexible with dates, i.e. within the month of May, having a weekend date in mind, 
and possible second alternate date. 

4. Themed rendezvous are encouraged, but not required. The purpose is to have fun and 
socialization time, and to share difficulties a boat might have, such as difficulty pulling sails, or 
using a spinnaker.  And choosing a place, such as Langley on Whidbey Island, can be its own 
end, as there are multiple activities built in to this “touristy” town, including shops, inexpensive 
movies, and opportunities to just hang out  at the dock! Themes and activities in the past have 
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included murder mysteries, game shows in the evening, costumes themed events, such as pirates, 
Greek/Roman games, dingy/boat races and a few “traditional” rendezvous, including tax relief 
weekend in mid April, and October Fest in the fall. This is not an exhaustive list, but just 
suggestions, keeping in mind that marinas have rules too! If you are stuck without any ideas or 
having other difficulties, please contact the fleet captains for assistance. 

5. Important to note that there is a budget limitation to every rendezvous. Budgets are set from 
the income that comes from dues. The rendezvous budget is currently $250-300 per each 
rendezvous, depending on how many boats attend. The budget is to cover the costs of hosted 
meals, prizes for games and contests, and can help with any fees, such as party dock rental. 
Meals can be themed or not, but generally breakfasts and dinner on Saturday are provided 
through the hosting group. Please save your receipts and request the budget money up front, 
from the Treasurer, as this is an easy way to stay within budget! 

6. It is suggested that the host couple arrives early to assist with slip assignments as required by 
some marinas, who should be contacted early in the year. (See “HAPS Rendezvous Host 
Checklist”, below.) Please consider hosting at or near your own marina if possible, because this 
makes it easier to bring the supplies needed to the place of rendezvous!  

7. The most important thing to remember is that the rendezvous purpose is to have fun and get 
together with friends who also happen to be Hunter sailboat owners! Some of the nicest people 
around are those who own boats, and specifically Hunters- which seem to attract people who are 
intelligent, healthy, and wise- if the shoe fits, wear it! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Former Fleet Captains Gary and Laurie Coykendall, S/V Laetare 

 

1. At the 2015 HAPS Annual Meeting, we decided to allow “not-yet-members” to attend 
their first HAPS rendezvous for free, with the understanding that if there were many 
people aboard the new boat, the hosts will suggest that the boat’s skipper make a 
donation towards food costs.  

a. We also decided that the Membership Chair would follow up with that boat’s 
skipper, and invite them to join HAPS. So, if you have a new, non-members 
boat attending your rendezvous and the Membership Chair is not present, 
please get an email and/or cell phone number from the skipper, and get it to the 
Chair after the rendezvous. 

2. At the 2015 HAPS Annual Meeting, members indicated that they would enjoy an 
Education Moment at every rendezvous. This is 10-15 minutes on a maintenance or 
seamanship that would be of general interest to the membership. This does not have to be 
created and delivered by the host(s). In fact, it’s best if this item could be given to another 
HAPS member who is planning to attend. The Fleet Captains have ideas and suggestions 
of topics. 
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Fleet Co-Captains Mike and Ruth Murray S/V Wings of Gold 

 

HAPS Rendezvous  
Host Checklist 

• Check for local events that compliment or conflict with HAPS event date 
• Moorage reservation due date, registration fee, cost per foot, power availability 
• Marina map if applicable 
• Suggested anchorage areas marked on chart, anchor depth 
• Availability of activity area; covered/uncovered 
• Food prep & serving - BBQ, electrical power, tables available? 
• Tide/current charts if crucial for reaching destination 
• Dog walking location/beach access 
• Fuel/diesel purchase locations & hours of operation (check actual availability before 

posting) 
• Holding Tank pump-out availability & location 
• Water fill availability & location 

 

Kerstin & John Hilton, S/V New Shoes 
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HAPS Rendezvous  
Communications Plan 

Eight weeks before each rendezvous date, the Comms officer will contact the hosts with a short 
questionnaire, (see below) so that he can put together the registration page and the eblast 
campaign. At that time, you will be asked to designate one member of your team as the 
communications liaison. 
 
The Comms Ofiicer will run an online registration campaign that begins six weeks before the 
rendezvous, and ends one week before the rendezvous. He will send drafts of these 
communications and the draft registration form to a designated host email address for approval. 
 
He'll stay in touch with you throughout the process of promotion and registration, so that you can 
know who's coming and how many people and boats to expect. Hosts may elect to have direct 
access to the registration page, so that they can see for themselves who is coming. The Comms 
officer will send a final registration list to the hosts during the week of registration. 
 
The Comms officer can also get something special to all or some of the registrants, or the 
members, or the entire email list. 
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HAPS Rendezvous Host 
Communications Questionnaire 

Location:  

Hosts:  

Are you designating a specific co-host communications contact (indicate who that would 
be), or would you prefer that I contact/inform the entire committee? 

 

The HAPS Eventbrite registration software can send you an email each time a registration 
is received, and allow you to log on and look at/generate lists of attendees. If one/some of 
you would like that information, please place their name(s) and email address(es) here: 

 

Rendezvous Begin Date/Time? 

 

Rendezvous End Date/Time? 

 

Do boats need to reserve/book their own slips in advance? If so, marina contact and 
booking information (e.g., “mention that you’re with HAPS.”): 

 

Scheduled HAPS Activities (feel free to list TBD “to be decided” ideas/plans) 

Date/time Activity 

  

  

 

Available Activities/Points of Interest in the Area 

 

People Should Bring…… 

 

People Should be Prepared For….. 
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Special Sailing Directions/Local Knowledge: 

 

Any special information that you would like from registrants before they arrive? 

 

 

 
If you have any questions, click here to communicate with Stuart, the current Communications 
Officer. 

 

 
 


